
Staff Department 
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL 

Fort Benning, Georgia 

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE 
1949-1950 

THE OPERATIONS OF COMPA!fY B, 48TH ARMORED 
INFANTRY BATTALION (7TH ARMORED DIVISION) 

IN THE VICINITY OF 
ir!EIJEL, SOUTH OF NIJJIEGEN, HQLJ,AJID, 

27 - 29 OCTOBER 1944,. 
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Company Commander) 

Type of operation described: AN ARMORED INFANTRY COMPANY 
ATTACKING .Al'ID DEF'ElG>ING VITAL GROUIID Ili SWAMPY TERlWlf,. 

Captain Edward c. Vogelsang, Infantey 
r--------..I.ADU.!.XV~ANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO I 

.I.GO l!ICl'tOl'II,M 

IWJ l:O I _.$._~~1-: 
.1.~··---------l 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INDEX ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • . . .. . . • • • • 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

ORIENTATION 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Introduction • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 
The General Situation • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Disposition and Plans of the 48th Armored 

PAGE -
l 

2 

3 

3 

4 

Infantry Battalion • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 

The Company Situation • • • ••••••• • • • • 9 

The Company Plan of Attack • • • • • • • • • • • • lO 

Final Preparations For The Attack • • • • • • o o 12 

NARRATION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 13 

The Attack Toward Meijel • • •• • • • • • • • • • 13 

The First Night on The Outskirts of Meijel • • • • 17 

The Second Day • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 21 

The Night Withdrawal • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • 23 

The Last Day in Defense • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM • • • o • • • • • • • • • • • o 32 

LESSONS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 37 

MAP A - ~he General Situation 

MAP B - British VIII Corps Dispositions 

MAP C • The Battalion Plan 

MAP D - The Company Disposition 

MAP E - The Final Defense 

l 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A-1 Normandy To The Baltic 
by Field Marshal J(ontgomery 
April 1946 (TIS Library) 

7th Armored Division 
The Keijel Battle 
After Action Report 
(27-29 October 1944j (Personal possession or author) 

The Meijel Battle 
After Action Report 
(27-29 October 1944~ 

48th Armored Infantry Battalion 
(Personal possession or author) 

A-4 From The Beaches To The Baltic 
7th Armored Division (TIS Library) 

A-5 Report By The Supreme CO!IIIIlaDder To The Combined 
Chiefs of Statf On The Operations In Europe of 
The Allied Expeditionary Forces 
(6 JUne 1944 to 8 May 1945) (TIS Library) 

A-6 World War II 
by Robert w. Shugg and Lt. Col. H.A. De Weerd 
January 1947 (TIS Library) 

A-7 Britain At War., The ArT.rry 
(October 1944 to September 1945) 
by Major E.w. Sheppard 
(TIS Library) 

A-8 After Action Report, Third u.s. Army 
(1 August 1944 to 9 Kay 1945) 
(TIS Library) 

A-9 Report of Operations, First u.s. Army 
(1 August 1944 to 22 February 1945) 
(TIS Library) 

I 



THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY B, 48TH ARMORED 
INFANTRY B~ALION (7TH ARMORED DIVISION) 

IN THE VICINITY OF 
MEIJEL, SOUTH OF NIJMEGEJl, HOLLAID, 

27 - 29 OCTOBER 1944. 
(RHilfEI,A)ID CAMPAIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Company Commsnder) 

ORIENTATION 

INTRODUCTION 

• 
This monograph describes the operations of Company B, 

48th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored Division in the 

vicinity of MEIJEL, HOLLAND, 27-29 October 1944, during the 

British offensive to clear the SCHELDT ESTUARY. 

For the purpose of orientation, major events which led 

up to this action will be discussed briefly • 
• 

During the latter part of J.uguit 1944 the 21st Army 

Group, consisting or the First Ocadian Army on the north 

and the Second British Army on the south, crossed the SEINE 

RIVER ad advanced rapidly through northern FRANCE and into 

BELGIUM. {1) 

In early September the Second British Army had seized 

BRUSSELS, cleared the port city or ANTWERP, and continued ita 

advance into HOLLAJID. (2) On 17 September airborne troops 

were dropped in the vicinity of ARNHEM, NIJ11EGEN and EINDHOVEN 

in an effort to seize vital road and railway bridges in pre-

paration for the battle of ARNHEM. (3) The remainder of the 

Second British Army drove northward and jo-ined forces with the 

airborne troops Which by 30 September resulted in a salient 

extending north just beyond NIJMEGEJl. {4) (See Kap A) 

(1) A-1, P• 159 
(2) A-1, P• 160 
(3) A-5, P• 67 
(4) A-6, P• 319 
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Early in October t~e Second British Army was attempting 

to expand its salient while the First Csnadi8JI. Army was meet

ing determined resistance along the western coast of HOLLAHD.(5) 

After a rapid advance across FRANCE and into BELGIUM with 

the !bird u.s. ~. the 7th ~ored Division was assigned to 

the First u.s. Army on 24 September 1944. (6) The division 

was ordered into HOI.LOD to take part in clearing the · pqr. 

SWAMP west of the MEUSE RIVli:R which contained an enemy pocket 
-----
considered dangerous to both the First u.s. Army and the 

Second British ArmT• (7) 

The division engaged in several offensive operations in 

carrying out this mission capturing several smal.l to\1/D.s,. At 
• 

OVERLOO:H, Hou.nn, the division met particularly strong re-

sistance and was committed there tram 3-7 October 1944. (8) 
I 

On 8 October the division, due to a change in Army 

boundaries, was transferred from the First u.s. Army to the 

Second British A:nJ::!, commanded by Lt. General. Kiles c. Dempsey. 

It was further assigned to the VIII British Corps, the right 

flank Corps of General Dempsey's Army. (9) 

THE GE:HERAL SITUATION 

In mid October after having ordered the Second British 

Army to halt its offensive operations in the :HIJJIEGEN salient, 

Field Marshal Bernard L. Montgomery pl&Rned to have the Second 

British Army attack west to TILBURG and on toward the coast 

while the First Canadian Army was to renew its efforts in 

clearing SOUTH l}EVEI·Al!D and WALCHEREN. (10) The main objective ·-(5} A-l, P• 199 
(6) A-8, P• 86 
(7) A-91 P• 55 
(8) A-4, p. 20 
(9) A-4, P• 20 
(10) A-7, P• 12 
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of tbis plan was to clear the approaches to the SCRELD'f 

ES~UARY as there was an urgent need for the use of the port ---·-···. 
of ANTWEBP. (11) 

In order to carry out its part of the plan, Second Brit-

i sh ArrrtT sbifted the . bulk of its a trength toward the west of 

the NIJKEGBI salient. Consequently the divisions of VIII 

British Corps on the eastern side of the salient were.necessar

ily assigned greater zones of responsibility. (l2)(See Map B) 

During the last week of October VIII British Corps 

assigned the defensive mission of protecting a portion of the 

eastern flank of the Second British~ to the 7th Armored 

Division wbile the offensive to the west was undertaken. (13) 

The defensive responsibility of the division centered at 

DIJEL, HOI.LDD, and stretched north along the. D~IJBllE C.llf.&L 

and southwest along the liOORER C.llf.&L resulting in a total 

front of approximately twenty-two miles. (14) All bridges 

ae,ross both canals within the division sector had been bloWD. 

In order to cover tbis extremely large sector the division was 

compelled to spread its elements sparsely along the canal 

lines. OUtposts varied in size from a few men. to a platoon 

and were located in some inst~~Z~Ces as far as one-half mile 

apart. Foot patrols were used extensively to cover open gaps. 

The ~or of the division could not be used to the maximum 

extent possible due to the condition of the terrain. All 

maJor components of the division were committed except the 48th 

Armored Infantry Battalion and the 17th Medium ~ank Battalion 

wbieh under Combat CQ!!II!!at!d Reserve constituted the reserve of 

the division, 6~15) (11) :&5, P• 
(12) A-1, P• 20 
(-13) A-2, P• 1 
(14) A-4, P• 21 
(15) A-4, P• 23 

5. 



In the division sector the terrain was low, flat and 

generally swampy. Improved roads were few in number and the 

majority of these ce~ered at ASTEX. There were numerous 

unimproved roads and trails the bulk of which· could not sup-

port heavy vehicles. Extensive peat bogs in many oases cover

ed by several inches of water aooounte.d for the swampy condi

tion of the terrain throughout the sector. Canals of varied 

size were interlaced with drainage ditches and small dikes. 

Any combination of these features presented formidable ob

stacles not only to tracked and wheeled vehicles but to men <~ . 
'i.' J on foot as well. (16) 

/) 
Enemy patrols had been quite active all along the divi- ,.~~· 

sion zone and it was known that elements of the enemy com- '\· 

priLsed mainly of fol'lller paratroop and engineer personnel were ! 

deployed along the DEURNE and NOORER CANALS facing the divi- \L. 
It 

sion. The German 9th Panzer Divi.sion and the 15th Panzer V) 
·-· 

Gren~ier Division were reported to be in the general vicinity 

but their exact locations were unknown. Information 'as to 

activities behind the immediate front lines of the enemy was 

practically nil since the weather had kept air reconnaissance 

on the ground for several days. (17) 

The status of supply of the enemy was considered to be 

good since they had left no servieable equipment behind in 

their retreat across BELGIUM and southwestern HOIJ·AND. Their 

morale was lowered somewhat due to ser16ue personnel losses 

and repeated withdrawals but this was offset by their deter

mination to keep the Allies from entering their homelaDd and 

the fact that the terrain was favorable to the defenders. (18) 

(16) Personal knowledge 
(1?) A-4, P• 21 
(18) Personal knowledge 
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!be division had lost some key personnel since it entered 

combat and although replacements bad been received periodically, 

tbey were not sufficient in numbers to bring the infantry units 

up to full strength •. Morale however, was considered excellent. 

The battle at OVERLOOK had not only further depleted the 

strength of the infantry units but also resulted in a shortage 

of mortars, mortar &DII!.uni tion, binoculars, compasses and 

radios. Replenishment of equipment and some types of ammuni

tion was complicated since long supply journeys, over restrict

ed routes into the First u.s. Army zone were usually necessary. 

(19) 

Taking everything into consideration, the combat efficiency 

of our forces and tbe Germans was approximately equal. 

DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF '!'BE 48TH Al!MORED INFANTRY BATTALIOJI' 

!be 48tb Armored Infantry Battalion, a part of Combat 

CoDmand Reserve, moved into ASTEN, HOLLAND during the night 

of 25 October 1944 for a five day rest period. (20) 

On the morning of 27 October the battalion commander, Lt. 

Colonel Richard D. Chappuis, received information that a strong 

enemy combat patrol had succeeded in crossing tbe DEURHE CANAL 

east of MEIJEL. This town was eight miles southeast of AS'l'D 

and connected by a good, two lane, bard surfaceCl road. MEIJEL 

was beimg defended by two platoons of TrooP. D, 87th Cavalry 

Reconnaissance Squadron, 7th Armored Division. Subsequent re• 

ports revealed that during an hour and ten minute artillery pre

paration the enemy had put a considerable number of troops 

{19) 

(20) 

Statement of Capt. Waiter Pennino, 8•4, 4Sth Armd Inf Bn, 
29 July 1949. 
Personal knowledge 
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across the DEURNE CANAL and Troop D had been forced to with

draw from MEIJEL. Upon receipt of this latter infol'Jil8.tion the 

battalion commander alerted the battalion and orders to pre

pare for movement were. issued. (21) 

As additional reports flowed in it became apparent that 

the situation was serious and developing rapidly. The Combat 

Comaand Commander, Colonel Jack L. Ryan, Jr., who had been 

given the mission of repelling the enemy attack ordered the 

battalion commander to dispatch two eom,panies on individual 

missions to protect the left and right flanks of the Combat 

Command. Companies A and C were dispatched at approximately 

0800 hours to the right and left nanks respectively. (22) 

At 1000 hours the battalion commander received an order 

to attack at 1300 hours with the mission of repelling the 

enemy attack and recapturing MEI.TEL. Company A, 17th Medium 

Tank Battalion and the 1st Platoon of Company A, 814th Tank 

Destroyer Battalion were attached to the battalion for this 

mission. (23) 

The battalion minus Companies A and C moved on half

track.& from ASTEJ at approximately 1030 hours. Due to a 

sudden temporary lapse in reports of the enemy to the front 

the battalion moved by bounds up the main road to a forward 

assembly area approximately three miles northwest of MEIJEL 

arriving there about noon. (24) 

Since Companies A and C had been given mission type orders 

earlier that morning the battalion commander was forced to 

(.21) 
(22) 
(23) 

(24) 

A-4, p~ 22 
A-3, P• 1 
Statement of Lt Col Richard D. Chappuis, Commanding Officer, 
48th Armored Infantry Battalion. 
Personal knowledge 
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launch the initial attack with Compau;y B. 'l'his company would 

attack astride the AS'l'EN-MEIJEL ROAD with one platoon of tanks 

attached. 'l'he remainder of the tank CompaJIY' would be held in 

battalion reserve since forward IILOVement of the tanks was re-

stricted almost entirely to the few substantial roads in the 

area. Company A which was protecting the right fiank of the 

Combat Command would effect an envelopment of the enemy left 

flank when Company B came abreast of it in its frontal attack. 

Company c, protecting the Combat COlllllland left flank would be 

relieved of its mission and foliow Company B as battalion 

reserve. 'l'he 489th Field Artillery Battalion would be in 

direct support. 'l'he battalion assault gun platoon would also 

support the operation from positions in the vicinity of the 

present assembly area. (25) (See Map C) 

THE COMPANY SITUATIOII 

After receipt of the battalion attack order in the for

ward assembly area there was insufficient tae remaining be

fore the time of the attack for any ground reconnaissance to 

be made by Company B personnel. Therefore the company com-, 

mander's reconnaissance was confined necessarily to a brief 

map study. 

There was an understrength of from ten to fourteen men in 

each of the three rifie platoons of the company whereas the 

anti-tank platoon was understrength about six men. (26) 

No shortages in clothing or individual weapons existed 

within the COl'llpany. However, equipment shortages included 

several compasses, binoculars, one 60 mm mortar and one SCR 

(25) A-3, P• 1 
(26) Personal knowledge 
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300 radio. The supply of mortar smmunition and radio batteries~ 

particularly batteries for the SCR 510 radio, was very limited. 

Basic loads of ammunition with the one exception of mortar 

ammunition were availSble on each squad's half-track. (27) 

The weathe~ was chilly and very damp. Overqast skies and 

heavy cloud formations which had prevailed for several days 

offered no h~pe that reconnaissance aircraft could assist in 

the operation. 

The zone of attack of Company B offered one hard surfaced 

road which was the main road connecting ASTEN and .IIEIJEL. Ele

vation of the ground was practically non existent for it was 

flat as far as observation permitted. Numerous swamps and peat 

bogs dotted the area. The largest of these laid directly in 

the zone of attack and extended laterally more than a mile on 

either side of the road. ~here were numerous unimproved roads 

and trails throughout the area but few appeared capable of 

supporting vehicles. 

Latest reports from front line units indicated that Troop 

D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron now held a. line astride 

the ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD• 1200 yards west of JIEIJEL and confirm

ed the fact that the attacking enemy force. was not composed of 

nondescript paratroop and engineer elements but rather well 

equipped organized units. Elements of the 9th Panzer Division 

and the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division had been identified.(28) 

THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK (29) (See Jlap C) 

The line of departure would be the crossroads just for

ward of the present assembly area. The company would cross 

(27) Personal knowledge 
(28) A-1, p. 207 
(29) Personal knowledge 
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it dismounted, at 1300 hours. 

The company plan was to attack southeast, astride the 

ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD, and advance through the position of Troop 

D continuing on to recapture MEIJEL. Troop D was to remain 

in position and support the compant by fire until the latter 

reached the town. 

The 1st and 3d Platoons would lead the attack on the right 

and left of the road respectively. Upoh reaching MEIJEL each 

platoon was to clear that portion of the town lying on its 

side of the main road, continuing on to the eastern limits 
I 

of the town itself. 

The attached tank platoon, under company control, was to 

follow the leading rifle platoons on the road since their 
' 

-
maneuverability was limited. As soon as contact with the ene1117 

was made the tanks were to support the leading platoons by 

fire and advance by bounde to available positions on order of 

the company commander. 

The 2d Platoon would be in support and follow the tank: ' 

platoon on the right side of the road. It was not to follow 

so closely that its maneuverability would be lost once contact 

was made. 

The Anti-Tank Platoon would remain in the present assembly 

area and be prepared to move forward on call. 

The company coDIIIland group, consisting of the company com

mander, two radio operators and three messengers would follow 

immediately in rear of the leading platoons. 

Requests for artillery support would be made to the com

pany commander since the artillery forward observer: would be 

with him initi~ly. Fires of the battalion supporting weapons 

u 



would also be secured on c.all. Visual contact would be main

tained between all elements of the company and the tank pla

toon initially. Radio communication in the company and tank 

platoon would be by SCR 300 radio. Communication between com

pany and battalion would be by SCR 510 radio which had been 

dismounted from one of the company l ton vehicles. The bat

talion command post and the battalion aid station-were located 

adjacent to the road just in rear of the present assembly area. 

Instructions were also issued for each man to carry one 

blanket, a full canteen o.f water, two-thirds o:f a lt ration and 

a full load of amw•nition. Resupply would be accomplished 

after dark. 

FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK (30) 

After the attack order had been issued by the platoon 

leaders little time remained for final preparation •. Checks 

were made to insure that each man carried the proper 11111.ount of 

ammunitio~ eqUipment and rations. All radios were tested and 

found to be in proper operating condition. 

The company commander notified battalion that the artil

lery forward observer had not yet reported •. Arrangements were 

made to have the forward observer sent forward to wherever th~ 

company was located as soon as he arrived. In the meantime, 

requests for artillery support were to be made to the battalion 

S-3. 

As the company llloved from the asaembly area ar.tillery fire 

began to fall just beyond the vehicles in the area. 

(30) Personal knowledge 
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NARRATION 

THE ATTACK TOWARD MEI.TEL ( 31) (See Map C) 

Company B crossed the line of departure at 1300, 27 

October 1944, astride the ASTEN-MEI.TEL Road. 

The 1st Platoon, commanded by 2nd Lt. Steve Kozy in his 

first combat action, was echeloned to the right on the right 

side of ~he road. Squads were well extended laterally and in 

depth. 

The 3d Platoon, commanded by Tech. Sgt. Roland Lavrenz 

was in a smiliar formation echeloned to the left on the left 

side of the road. 

Initial progress was fairly rapid until one or the other 

leading platoons would have to traverse a peat bog or swamp. 

'Then it became necessary to slow down the advance of the op

posite platoon. 

The tank platoon was moved forward by bounds and kept 

within close supporting distance of the leading platoons. There 

were few positions adjacent to the road where the tanks were 

able to deploy before again moving forward. 

The 2d Platoon commanded by 2nd Lt. Ernest Van Winkle, 

moved steadily i'.orward behind the tank platoon on the right side 

of the road. 

After the company had proceeded about a mile it was con

fronted by a very large peat bog. The bog extended more than 

1000 yards to the right and left of the road and was covered 

in most places by a few inches of water. In addition a small 

(31) Personal knowledge 
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canal ran along the left of the road. The advance was slowed 

considerably as the men found it difficult to retain their 

footing. 

Small arms and some mortar fire could be heard to the 

front while occasional artillery fire could still be heard 

falling back in the vicinity of the assembly area. The company 

itself was receiving no enemy fire. 

At approximately 1430 as the company csme within sight of 

the two platoons of Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squad

ron the company commander moved forward to contac~ the commander 

of TroopD in order to secure information of the enemy dis

positions. Troop D was deployed at a bend in the road from 

where the first houses of .MEIJEL'could be seen. On the right 

side of the road Troop D had two light tanks, two armored cars 

and a jeep. The ground on the left of the road appeared soggy. 

The squadron commander who was at the position stated that 

since Troop D had withdrawn to its pre·sent position it had re

ceived small arms and mortar fire but no enemy automatic weapons 

had been located. No enemy armored vehicle or tanks had so 

far'been observed. He confirmed the fact that Troop D would re

main in position until Company B was well beyond their present 

location. 

The. company commander immediately ordered the attached 

tank platoon leader to place his tanks in position on the right 

side of the road from where they could support the leading pla

toons by fire. The tanks moved into position just as the first 

elements of Company B started through Troop D's positions. Be-

14 



fore the leading platoons had completely cleared the posi

tions, the forward elements of Troop D immediately withdrew. 

(32) At the same time enemy artillery fire began to fall on 

the position. Tank fire lll'oming from the edge of the town was 

being directed at the vehicles and tanks on the right side of 

the road. The leading platoons of Company 2 were pinned,to 

the ground. While the company commander was calling for artil

lery fire to be placed on the edge of the town, the enemy launch

ed an attack from a woodland about 300 yards in front of the 

1st Platoon with approximately two platoons of infantry sup

ported by three tari)Ls. Two vehicles which had been left behind 

by Troop D and one of the tanks attached to the company had 

been bit and started to burn. At this time the remaining tanks 

supporting the company became completely disorganized, moved 

out of their positions and followed Troop D to the rear. (33) 

All efforts to keep these tanks from leaving the position went 

to no avail. In spite of seeing Troop D withdrawing premature

ly and the supporting tanks moving to the rear the men of the 

company held their ground and concerned themselves with re

pelling the enemy. Friendly artillery fire was shifted from 

the edge of town onto the attacking enemy. Under this fire 

• combined with the fires of the company the enemy infantry with-

drew back into the woods. The enemy tanks however skirted the 

woodland in front of the 1st Platoon and then disappeared into 

the woods towards Company A1s location. ---The Sdn-p];atoon of the company had been ordered to dig in 

on the right side of the road about 400 yards in rear of the 

present positions of the 1st and 3d Platoons. 

(32) A-3, P• l 
(33) A-3, p. 1 
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The situation was reported to the battalion commander by 

radio and he ordered the company to defend in place. 

It was soon found that it was impossible to dig a slit 

trench on the left side of the road as a shallow hole would 

immediately fill with water. The area of solid ground on the 

right side of the road at ground level permitted no observation 

over the left side of the road whatsoever since the road was 

raised approximately four feet at that point. Therefore, per

mission was requested and received from the battalion commander 

to move back about 400 yards to an area on the right side of 

the road that provided solid ground and observation over the 

bog on the left of the road. Since the 2d Platoon was already 

at this location the 3d Platoon on the left of the road was 

withdrawn while the 1st Platoon remained in position. After 

the 3d Platoon was in position on the right of the 2d Platoon 

the squads of the 1st Platoon began their withdrawal. This 

short withdrawal was carried out without receiving any enemy 

fire. The 1st Platoon took up positions in rear of the 2d and 
' 

3d Platoons forming a perimeter. 

The company experienced no fUrther enemy attack for the 

remainder of the afternoon but mortar fire continued to f'all 

on the company area sporadic.ally. About twelve casualties, tb.eQ,~ 

majority of them from the 1st P;atoon, were evacuated. In add~if-! 
ition, six men of the 1st Platoon including the·platoon leader~-

1~ were reported by the platoon sergeant, Tech. Sgt. John De Goey 

as having been captured by the enemy~ These men had been f'ar

thest forward of the 1st Platoon when the enemy attack was 

launched f'rom the woodland to their front. 

16 



Organization of the company position continued and local. 

security was placed out to the front of each platoon. Artil

lery concentrations which had been fired in the afternoon at

tack were marked and plans for interdicting the road forward 

of the company position were completed just prior to dark. 

THE FIRST NIGHT ON TE$ OUTSKIRTS OF MEIJEL (34) (See Map D) 

The company was notified that Company A, in position in 

the woods about 800 yards south of the ASTEN-MEIJEL Road, would 

take up positions on the right of Company B at approximately 

2000 hours. Word was al.so received from battalion that some 

tanks woUld be sent forward to further strengthen the position. 

(35) 

Shortly after 2000 hours Company A comprizing about two 

platoons moved in on the right flank of Company B. Fires of 

the light machine guns of the two companies were coordinated 

and the position was further consolidated. The company com

mander of Company A stated that they had received an enemy in

fantry-tank attack at the same time that afternoon that Company 

B had received their attack. Further that three enemy tanks 

had overrun his command post and continued past Company A's 

position to the northwest. 

At 2315 hours the company was notified that an artillery 

forward observer woUld be sent forward. The company commander 

was directed to meet this observer at 0430 at the location of 

the anti-tank platoon of Company A. This platoon was located 

at a farm house adjacent to the road some 800 yards to the rear 

(34) Personil kriowledge 
(35) A-3, P• 2 
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of the company. Arrangements were made at this tim.e to have 

water, rations and ammunition delivered to the same location 

prior to 0430. 

Since the afternoon attack enemy action had consisted sole

ly of occasional mortar and artillery fire. Neises could be 

heard to the front indicating considerable movement,of vehicles 

and some tanks. Several times during the night Company B called 

for the artillery concentration to be fired on the enemy in 

the woods southeast· of the road. 

Between 2200 and 0300 hours three re~onnaissance patrols 

had been sent out from the cpmpany. The 1st Patrol which had 

reconnoitered along the front of Companies A and B reported that 

the enemy had security groups about 400 yards to our front and 

that they had heard the movement of five or six tanks apparent

ly coming from or just beyond the woods ~o our front. The 

2d Patrol which had been sent across the ASTEN-MEIJEL Road to 

investigate the left flank reported no indications of enemy 

positions but had been fired on by a large enemy patrol moving 

toward MEIJEL at a point 400 yards northeast of the company 

position. The 3d Patrol which had scouted the right rear of 

the position located three enemy tanks with about a platoon 

of infantry in a small woods about 700 yards northwest and in 

rear of the defensive positions of Company A and B. After locat

ing this enemy to our rear this patrol contacted the anti-tank 

platoon of Company A, reported the enemy position to them and 

returned to the defensive position shortly before 0300 hours. 

At 0300, 28 October, shortly after the outguards in front 

of the company gave warning, the enemy renewed the attack with-
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out prior artillery or mortar preparations. The first incre

ment of enemy foot troops was attacking Company B frontally 

with small arms and automatic weapons fire. As soon as the 

enemy had beg~ firing, friendly artillery fire was brought 

down about 200 yards forward of Company B on the enemy. The 

2nd and 3d Platoons of the company had begin firing as soon as 

the enemy had started firing. Our artillery appeared to be 

falling beyond the bulk or the enemy and it took considerable 

urging to get the artillery to bring their fires down another 

hundred yards. By this time enemy artillery fire was falling 

on Company B but the enemy was unable to penetrate either 

platoon area. Shortly ifter the enemy artillery fire had 

started falling, enemy infantry followed by several tanks at

tempted to move pa.st .. the left flank of the 2nd Platoon. Small 

arms fire from the platoon drove off the infantry but the tanks 

continued moving on the road along the company flank raking ~he 

area with machine gun fire. In spite of this fire and the lack 

of observation due to darkness two rocket launchers which were 

in posi t.ion on the left flank to cover the road fired a total 

of six rounds at the tanks. ~o rounds had found their mark 

but apparently no serious damage was done to the tanks as they 

continued on past the flank of the company. The fire fight 

continued for about forty-five minutes until the enemy attack

ing frontally withdrew. Seven enemy tanks had succeeded in 

passing the company left flank during the attack. (36) 

A few minutes after the enemy withdrew from the front the 

artillery concentration on the woods was called for and fired. 

It was apparent when the fire lifted that it had been particular-

(36) A-3, p. 2 
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ly effective tbis ti .. as was indicated by the aoise and shout

ing that could be heard coming from the ene1117 in the woods. 

Considering the amount ot tire the company. had received 

during this attack casualties were not too heavy as two.men 

were killed and three men were wounded. It was unnecessary 

to evacuate the wounded men as their injuries were very minor 

'in nature. 

About OU5 the company coDIII.ander, a JUaaenger and a guide 

toto the carl'Jing party started out for the position ot the anti

tank platoon ot Company A to meet the artilleto7 totoW&l'd obaetover. 

As they came witbin 100 yuds of the fa.t'Dihouse, the ene1117 tanks 

which had passed beyond C0111pany B opened fire on the anti-tank 

platoon pos1 tion. A short but violent tight lett the farmhouse 

in flames w1 th no turtheto answering tire coming tr0111 the anti• 

tank platoon position. As the en~ tanks moved forw&l'd and 

occupied the position the company commander and the two men with 

him retUl"Ded to Company B's defensive position. It was apparent 

that the company would receive no wateto, rations or ammnnition 

that night nor would it have the assistance ot an art1lleto7 

torwal"d observer tor the time being. 

Upon his return to the company, the company CODIDander r ... 

ported what bad taken place to the battalion cemmandeto and in

tol"lll8d him that the company was getting low on &lllllUD1 tion, bad 

little water and one-tbil"d of a ration for the coming day. In 

turn he was informed that the attached tank company had become 

completely disotoganized and that it was likely that no tank sup

port would be available to the company. He emphasized the nec

essity of holding the present position. 
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As dawn broke over the horizon Company B had enemy on 

three sides of its position. Known positions of the enemy were 

in the woods '700 7ards to the front; three enemy tanks and in

fantry in a small patch of woods '700 yards to the right rear; 

and seven enemy tanka 800 yards directly to the rear. (37) 

Since no rations or ammunition were going to be received 

this information was passed on to the men and a redistribution 

or ammunition was effected. ~ compan7 commander realizing 

that future casualties could not be evacuated from the position 

so informed the company medical aid men and cautioned them to 

conserve their remaining supplies accordingly. 

THE SECOND DAY (38) (See Map D) 

At 0800, 28 October approximatel~ two platoons of ene~ 

foot troops could be seen moving west about 800 yards beyond 

the left flank of the company. Riflemen on the left flank 

fired a few rounds but their fire had little effect except to 

slow the enemy advance somewhat. The company mortars were not 

permitted to fire since the suppl7 of mortar ammunition was al

most exhausted. Artillery fire relg!U8sted and adjusted by the 

company commander was placed on the enemy causing them to dis

perse widely and become disorganized. 

As the morning wore on it was apparent that no enemy were 

dug in between the company and the woods to the front. Bowever 

movement could be observed just inside the woods. Short ex

changes of rifle fire continued at irregular intervals with an 

occasional mortar round landing within Company B's position. 

(3'7) A-3, P• 2 
(38) Personal knowledge 
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Shortly after 1300 hours a few rounds of enemy artillery 

fell in the center of the company defensive area and within 

the space of a f~w minutes increased to such proportions that 

it was apparent another attack was to be launched by the enemy. 

The marked artillery concentration on the woods was requested 

immediately. The enemy preparation lasted five minutes and when 

it lifted approximately a company of enemy foot troops were 

within two hundred yards of the front line platoons. ~hey were 

fairly well dispersed-and taken under fire by the 2nd and 3d 

Platoons. ~he friendly concentration on the woods was r~peat

ed to keep any reinforcements from joining the attacking wave. 

The fire fight had been going on for about ten minutes when 

another concentration of enemy artillery fire. was received. It 

again lasted for about five minutes but was so far forward on 

the company position that the enemy foot troops were unable to 

assault'the front line platoons. While the company was being 

subjected to this second concentration additional enemy troops 

had come out of the woods to reinforce these directly in front 

of the company. once again friendly artillery placed fire on 

the same woo.ds. The machine guns and automatic rifles of the 

2d and 3d Platoons were not only effectively stopping the enemy 

in front of the position but were inflicting heavy casualties 

as well. While this frontal assault was taking place a platoon 

of enemy infantry appeared to the left rear of the company mov

ing rapidly. The 1st Platoon took them under fire and after 

several minutes individual enemy foot soldiers could be seen 

attempting to withdraw. The enemy to the front continued their 

firing and each time reinforcements attempted to leave the woods 
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they would be scattered by friendly artillery fire. The con

centration on the woods and several other concentrations between 

the woods and Company B1 s position were fired repeatedly through

out the afternoon until eventually the few enemy remaining 

directly in front of the company withdrew. 

The fire fight had lasted fully two hours and had been 

costly to both the enemy and Company B. Three men had been killed 

and eight men were wounded. Fortunately none of the eight were 

seriously wounded for evacuation was impossible. Shrapnel from 

the enemy artillery fire had rendered one mortar and one SCR 300 

radio useless. No mortar mmm1nttion was left and the supply of 

machine gun ammunition was practically exhausted. The SCR 510 

radio, the only means of communication with battalion, had been 

in use continuously and was becoming ver.y weak. Arrangements were 

made whereby the .set would be turned off except to receive mes

sages from battalion each hour on the hour or as needed to trans

mit emergency messages to them. 

The remainder of the afternoon was relatively quiet except 

for the sporadic fire of enemy mortars. 

THE NIGHT WITHDRAWAL (39) (See Jilap D) 

At 1800 battalion notified the company commander that the 

executive officer of Company B, 1st Lt. Avery Tucker, would at

tempt to reach the company position and that he had orders for 

both Companies A and B. Lt. Tucker, knowing the precarious posi

tion of both companies, had volunteered for this assignment. (40) 

Some three and a half hours later the executive officer and 

(39) Personal knowledge 
(40) A-3, P• 3 
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one enlisted man arrived at the company command post. He 

brought orders that both companies were to withdraw as soon as 

possible. He was also able to orient the company commander on 

the current dispositions of the remainder of the battalion and 

the battalion installations. The forward battalion command post 

was now located about 500 yards : 'follward of the road junction 
. 

which had been Company B's line of departure the afternoon be-

fore. Company C was now in position astride the ASTEH-MEIJEL 

Road on the northwest end of the large peat bog. The battalion 

aid station was still in its initial location. The direct sup

pol't . artillery battalion was prepared to fire a box barrage 

forward of the positions of Companies A and B on call to cover 

the withdrawal. The executive officer indicated on the map the 

route he had used in joining Company B pointing out two locations 

from which he had received enemy small arms fire. 

The following plan was decided upon. The companies would 

use the same route and attempt to avoid the known enemy locations. 

'l'wo alternate routes were also selected. The withdrawal would 

begin as soon as every man was oriented. The executive officer 

would lead with the t1'(o platoons of Company A. Company B would 

follow with its company headquarters, 1st Platoon, 3d Platoon, 

2d Platoon and local security in that order. Since there was no 

moonlight and the night was very dark the formation would be 

two single columns separated laterally as f'ar as visual contact 

would allow. Each platoon would provide small security detach

ments to its flanks. ·All men were to be cautioned not to fi~e 

their weapons once the withdrawal started unless so ordered by 

their squad or platoon leaders.· This order was f'elt necessary 
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since the company commander did not want to risk a complete 

disorganization in the event the column encountered an enemy · 

patrol or an outguard. The 2d Platoon Leader was designated 

to move at the end of the column with a half-squad of rifle

men. He was instructed that in the event the column was fired 

upon, he with the half-squad would maneuver to the flank from 

which the fire came in order to engage the enemy and draw tb.tir 

fire from the bulk of the company. 

By 2300 hours every officer and man had been infol'lll.ed of 

the withdrawal plan and each one knew exactly what he was to 

do. With everything in readiness the company commander called 

for the artillery box barrage. 

As the first rounds landed the withdrawal started. The 

figures of the men of Company A started to move quickly into 

the darkness. Several minutes later while Company B personnel 

were still in their foxholes waiting to move out enemy ar

tillery fire began to land in the area. It lasted about two 

minutes and. stopped. After waiting another minute or so for 

the rest of' Company A to move, the company commander of Com

pany B investigated and f'otmd one squad of' Company A still in 

their foxholes. The squad leader stated that he had lost con

t~t with the rest of his unit when the enemy artillery had 

landed. Noise of the movement of Company A was lost in the 

din of friendly artillery which was still being fired. The 

company commander instructed the squad leader to integrate 

his squad with the company headquarters of Company B. Word 

was passed along from man to man and, the company started their 

withdrawal with the company commander leading since he was 

most familiar with the route decided upon. 
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Movement was slow and frequent halts were necessary to 

insure that control was being maintained within the company. 

The only tangible guide available was the oceasional flash of 

friendly artillery guns far in the distance. When crossing 

bogs or swamps progress was slowed still more in order to 

eliminate as much noise as possible. After the company had 

been moving for about sn hour there was still no sign of Com

pany A nor had there been any contact with the eneJ111. The 

bogs were becoming less frequent and the ground more firm 

and dry. The company was moving generally in a northWest 

direction alongside of ~ small canal. After another half hour 

the company changed direction and went north until it came to 

a trail junction where contact was made with an outpost of the 

battalion. The company had arrived at a point 600 yards west 

of the forward battalion command post. 

Company B then received orders placing it in battalion 

reserve. It was to take up positions once again astride the 

ASTEN-MEIJEL ROAD in the vicinity of the battalion command post. 

Company A Which had arrived thirty minutes previously was 

moving to positions on the right flank of Company c. 
As soon as each platoon of the company had closed into its 

respective area the men who had been wounded that afternoon 

were evacuated. Rations, water and ammunition were then dis

tributed. A head count indicated that all men were accounted 

for and no one had become separated during the withdrawal. 

The company was disposed with the 1st Platoon on the left 

of the road, the 3d Platoon in posi tiona on the right of the 

road, and the 2d Platoon spread thinly around the· flanks and 

rear. 
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THE LAST DAY IN DEFENSE (41) (See Map E) 

' At 0800 hours, 29 October the enemy la:unched their strong-

est and most determined attack since this action had begun two 

days earlier. Attempting a double envelopment of the positions 

of' Companies A and c, both of which had suffered heavy per

sonnel loues the first day, the enemy was employing tsnks ud 

infantry. A .ful.'ious fire fight ensued for over an hour and 

although the double envelopment failed, a revived frontal as

sault with additional tanks and infantry succeeded in over

running the positions. (42) 

Company B, having been alerted, braced itself and prepared 

for the coming enemy attack• Although there. were no tanks at 

the present position, a platoon of medium tanks and a platoon 

of tank 4estroyers had just mo!ed into position some 500 yards 

to the rear at Company B1s original line gf departure. 

The battalion commander issued orders to the effect that 

Company B in its present position would delay the enemy as 

long as possible to gain time for the organization of the de

fenses at the crosaroads. The 2d Platoon of the.company was 

ordere.d to displace to the crossroads position at once and 

take positions on the left of the main road. 

The enemy tanks and infantry appeared advancing on either 

side of the road at about 1030 hours. The lst and 3d Platoons 

opened fire at long range. The tank destroyers and the tanks 

at the crossroads engaged the enemy tanks and a fierce gun duel 

raged between them. The enemy tBXJks continued to fire and ad

vance. The enemy foot troops moved forward by short bounds 

making use of what cover was afforded by small ditches in the 

(41) Pe~sonai knowledge 
(42) Statement of Major Lynn Carlson, Exec. Officer, 48th 

Armored Infantry Battalion, 13 June 1949. 
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area. The one 60 mm mortar of the 1st Platoon, the only one 

left in the company, was firing continuously. When the enemy 

had come within 300 yards his advance was stopped but the' 

firing continued. A few minutes later another group of enemy 

foot troops about the size of a platoon were advancing from 

the northeast toward the left flank of the lst Platoon. ~hey 

too were immediately taken under ·fire and stopped some 300 

yards out from the flank. Friendly artillery fire being ad

justed by the battalion S-3, Major Sid Frazier, who had remained 

at the position, was. helping considerably in keeping the enemy 

pinned to the ground. At this time the S-3 instructed the com

pany commander to have the 3d Platoon on the right flank start 

moving back to the crossroads. The platoon was ordered to dis

place a few men at a time and upon arrival at tbe crossroads to 

organize their position on the right of the main road. The S-3 

before following the last few men of the 3d Platoon back to the 

crossroads told the company commander to withdraw the lst Pla

toon when he felt the position could no longer be held. 

About twenty minutes later with the fire fight between 

the enemy and the lst Platoon still going on, as was the gun 

duel between the opposing tanks, another wave of enemy ia

fantry was moVing up to reinforce those directly in front of 

the lst Platoon. The men of this platoon now numbering about 

twenty were firing as rapidly as their weapons would operate. 

Enemy mortar fire which began to fall on the position was ef

fective in cutting down the rate of fire of the platoon. Each 

time mortar rounds would burst the enemy foot troops would ad

vance a few more yards. The company commander decided it was 

time to withdraw the platoon and called for artillery fire in 

28 



. . 
front of the position. The platoon well dispersed started mov

ing rapidly back towards the crossroads. The enemy which had 

been attacking the ~eft flank were not receiving any of the ar

tillery fire and consequently began firing at the men of the 

1st Platoon. They in turn were taken under fire by one section 

of heavy machine guns of the battalion Headqu~rters Company in 

position on the left flank of the crossroads. Upon arrival at 

the crossroads the 1st Platoon was placed on the left flank of 

the 2d Platoon. The combination of the fires from the artil

lery, tanks, tank destroyers, and the infantry troops were 

sufficiently heavy to temporarily halt the enemy advance. 

The organization of the defensive position at the cross

roads under the supervision of the battalion commander had just 

about been completed by· the time the lat Platoon of Company B 

arrived. Besides a platoon of tanka, a platoon of tank destroy

ers, the heavy machine gun platoon of battalion Headquarters 

Company, and Company B there were also artillery forward ob

servers from the 489th Field Artillery Battalion and the Brit-

. ish 25th F.D. Regiment. The position was strong and well or

ganized. It wea the first time in three days that the men of 

Company B felt tba t they would be fighting the enemy on a more 

even scale. 

At this time the battalion commander passed on to all 

subordinate commanders the order frdm higher headquarters that 

this position had to be held at all coat to allow British Second 

Army time to move reinforcements into the area. (43) 

At 1400 hours the enemy launched an Infantry-Tank attack 

(43) Statement of Lt Col Richard D. Chappuis, Commanding Of
ficer, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion. 
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that was almost a replica of the attack on Company B earlier 

that day. Enemy infantry and tanks began a frontal attack· just 

as enemy artillery began to fall on the defensive position. 

Simultaneously, a second prong of the attack also including 

infantry and tanks was coming from the northeast. The enemy 

tanks at this time had some ground on the north side of the 

main road upon which they could maneuver. However, the only 

concealment available to them was a few widely scattered farm 

houses. Consequently they were immediately fired upon by tanks 

and tsnk destroyers and the duel between armor broke out anew. 

As the enemy infantry, estimated to be of battalion strength, 

continued their advance they csme under the fire of the small 

arms snd machine guns of Company B and the machine gun p::t.atoon 

of the battalion Headquarters Company. Artillery fire was used 

against the tanks as well as the enemy infantry and was in

strumental in repeated disorganization of the attacking force. 

Small groups of enemy infantry that did get within close range 

of the position were ineffectual and quickly disposed of by the 

fires of Company B. Considering that the ene:my was well aware 

of our position, the artillery and mortar fire directed upon 

the position was not as heavy as expected. The majority of 

enemy artillery was passing overhead apparently directed at in

stallations fUrther to the rear. Three successive attempts by 

the enemy to penetrate the position failed. Each attempt being 

repulsed by the combined fires from within the position and the 

supporting artillery. 

By 1600 hours it became apparent that the full weight of 

the attack had been broken. Seven enemy tanks that had been 

knocked out could be seen to the front and left front of the 



position. (44) The enemy infantry casualties were known to 

be eztremely high for there was so little cover available and 

any movement on the surface of the ground could be seen easily 

at 200 yards. Company B 1 s casualties for the da:y· amounted to 

two men killed and twelve wounded. 

The remainder of the afternoon and evening brought no 

further attacks by the enemy. Combat action after dark was 

.limited to patrolling to the front and flanks. 

Early in the evening the company received word that a 

relief would be effected at midnight and that Company B would 

remain in position until notified to move out. At 2330 hours 

the tanks and tank destroyers began to move out under cover of 

artillery fire. Concurrently the machine gun platoon of bat

talion Headquarters Company did likewise. At midnight, the 

company after having received the order to clear the position 

started its rearward movement to the vehicle assembly area. 

The relieving units were from the 15th Scottish Division. 

They were in a well prepared defensive position approximately 

one mile to the rear of the position Company B had just va

cated. (45) 

To sum up the results of this battle: Company B While it 

did not succeed in carrying out fully its initial mission, did 

repel the enemy attack. The company carried out its subsequent 

defensive missions successfully even though fighting against 

numerically stronger forces. It se.ems apparent in considering 

the conduct of the enemy attacks that the enemy had underesti

mated the opposing forces. The determined and repeated attacks 

indicate the importance the enemy placed on the operation. Had 

(44) A-3, P• 3 
(45) A-31 P• 3 
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the enemy succeeded in breaking through, the entire NIJMEGEN 

salient would have been endangered. Casualties sustained by 

the company included seven killed, six missing, and thirty-five 

wounded. The enemy losses, though not enumerated, were known 

to be much greater than our own. 

Further evidence of the importance.of the battle was ex

pressed in a letter tram Lt. General Miles c. Dempsey to the 

Division Commander which stated: "I congratulate you all on 

the splendid way in which you held orr the strong enemy attack 

which ceme against you at MEIJEL. You were heavily outnumber

ed, but, by holding firm, as you did, you gave me ample time 

to b:t•ing up the necessary reserves. I appreciate the high_ . 

fighting qualities which your division showed." (46) 

ANALYBIS AND CRITICISM 

1. INITIAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE BATTALION 

< 

The piecemeal employment of major elements of the battalion . 

greatly reduced its effectiveness as a unit. Two companies hav

ing been dispatched on individual missions left the battalion 

commander with only one rifle company and the battalion Head

quarters Company for employment on a battalion mission. Upon 

receipt of the mission to repel the enemy attack and recapture 

MEIJEL the battalion commander had no alternative but to attack 

with the one remaining rifle company toward the main enemy 

threat. The attachment of one medium tank company provided 

little more than a reserve· since maneuverability of tanks was 

so restricted in the area of employment. Each rif'le company 

was carrying out a different mission thus making any coordinated 

(46) 1-4, p. 26 
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effort on the part of the batt$lion a virtual impossibility 

until such time as the two flank companies were relieved of 

their individual missions. ~e battalion plan included this 

consideration and was tactically sound. However, before any 

coordinated effort by the battalion could be realized each com

pany had become engaged separately. Employment of the battalion 

as a unit would in my opinion have met with considerably more 

success. A coordinated attack by the battalion as a unit 

initially would surely have presented a better opportunity 

for completion of the entire mission. 

2. RECONNAISSANCE 

There was not sufficient time between the receipt of the 

battalion order and the time designated by higher headquarters 

for the attack to permit any ground reconnaissance. This 

coupled with the temporary lapse of information on the situ

ation to the front influenced the plan of attack of the company. 

A ground reconnaissance, if time had been available, would have 

disclosed certain terrain conditions which were not indicated 

or were in error on the map sheets available. Areas indicated 

on the map as swamps, woodlands or small areas covered with 

water were not in all cases found to be in that state on the 

ground. In some instances the opposite was true. A ground 

reconnaissance would also have provided the opportunity of 

prior coordination with the commander of the unit through which 

Company B was to pass. However, the time element permitted only 

a brief map study and the plan of attack had to be made accord

ingly. 
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:S. PREMATURE WITHDRAWAL OF TROOP D 

As the leading platoon of Company B passed through the 

positions of Troop D, 8'7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 

that unit withdrew in spite of the fact that assurance had 

been given that the unit would remain in position until Com

pany B was well beyond them. Whether the withdrawal was or

dered at that particular moment or whether it just "took 

growth" is unknown to the writer. The point to be brought 

out is that had Troop D remained in position the chain of 

events which followed may have been altered in our favor. The 

enemy attack launched just as Troop D withdrew could have been 

repulsed much more rapidly and Company B could have continued 

its attack. Instead the support of that unit was lost and the 

first and third platoons of Company B, plus artillery support, 

repulsed the enemy attack but in the process the platoons suf

fered heavy casualties. 

4. THE INFANTRY-TANK TE.All 

The failure of the attached tank platoon to provide the 

expected support in repelling the first enemy attack could 

not be laid to the lack of orders, faulty communications nor 

the unsuitability of the terrain. The onl.y plausible expl..._ 

tion of the action of the tank crews could be·that they lacked 

confidence in the troops with wham they were fighting. The 

tanks were in firing positions, off the road, from which they 

_could have supported Company B 1 s attack right into MEIJEL. 

When the enemy anti-tank fire was directed at them it was only 

a matter of seconds when one of the tanks was hit. Instead of 

returning the fire at once the tank crews moved from their posi-.. 
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· tions one after the other and fled to the rear leaving Com

pany B to carry on alone. The sight of their supporting tanks 

moving to the rear was demoralizing to the men of Company B 

to say the least. However they held fast, absorbed the enemy 

attack and succeeded in repelling it. If the tanks had re

mained in position and assisted in beating down the enemy 

attacki the complexion of the entire operation may have been 

different. 

5. THE DEFENSIVE POSITION THE FIRST NIGHT 

In organizing the position occupied on the night of 27 

October 1944 consideration was given to being able to defend 

in any direction since the company was isolated from the rest 

of the battalion. When the company first occupied this posi

tion it was not known that Company A would later in the ·night 

take up a position on the right flank of Company B. Therefore 

a perimeter was formed by the three platoons each of which 

placed small security detachments to its front. One of these 

detachments gave prior warning of the enemy attack early on 

the morning of 28 October and by the time the attack struck 

everyone was fully prepared for it. The company was attacked 

frontally and on the left flank. The latter threat, suppo~ted 

by tanks, was the more serious but by virtue of being in a peri

meter the enemy was unable to penetrate the position. 

6. THE NIGHT WITBDRAWAL ON 28 OCTOBER 1944 

The success of the night withdrawal of Company B was 

directly related to the complete orientation of every man. 

Sufficient time was taken for this to insure that everyone 
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knew the plan and the part they were to play in it. Each man 

knew exactly whom he was to ~ollow and who was to ~ollow him. 

Each one knew that contact had to be maintained and that in

~ormation would be passed ~rom man to man as rapidly as pos

sible. Precautions were taken to lessen the chance o~ com-

plete disorganization in the event the enemy was encountered. 

The night was so dark and observation so limited that any de

ployment would have been extremely di~~icult to control. The 

route o~ withdrawal and the alternate routes to be used i~ 

necessary had been pointed out on the map to platoon and squad 

leaders. Weapons were not to be ~ired unless so ordered by 

the leaders. I~ the eneM1 had been encountered indiscriminate 

~iring by individuals certainly would have resulted in great 

~o~sion. Provision was made for a small detachment to man

euver and engage any enemy encountered, solely for the purpose 

of drawing the enemy fire away ~rom the company. The movement 

itsel~ was cautious and unhurried. Contact was retained through

out the move and the company arrived at its destination as a 

unit. No one had become lost or separated during the withdrawal. 

7. ARTILLERY SUPPORT 

The artillery ~ired in support of the company throughOUt 

the operation was excellent. During the 27th and 28th of 

October, when no artillery ~orward observer was with Company B, 

the artillery support was of prime importance in repelling each 

enemy attack. During· this period all artillery fired in support 

of the Company was called. for and adjusted by the company com

mander or platoon leaders. Each time a concentration was fired 

it was marked and assigned a number which permitted subsequent 
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requests to be fired more rapidly. In spite of the fact that 

each request had to be made through battalion the fires were 

forthcoming in a minimum length of time due to excellent 

cooperation of the artillery liaison officer at battalion. 

At no time was a request for artillery support denied nor was 

the fire delayed. Without this support it is very doubtfUl 

whether Company B could have repelled the repeated enemy attacks. 

LESSONS 

for an isolated unit. 
' 

·.....-~( ".14l!iM;:~f'-

e. Complete orientation of every individual is mandatory 
. ..,._~.-----~~--~~--~~~--•ur~g~·~•~u~~~---.. -·-. . ,_ .,_,..,.,_..-;;r;r...,._~~~-:·$il' ., '!.) 

to insure a successful night withdrawal. 

7. Every infantry unit leader, down to and including squad 

leaders, s~ou7,d ~:~~-.,i~,v;:,,.:e~1,Ji~!;1t!llilil!.iPV..1 ililililillliioo:iil!o1Pilo.oi'£&iiliilaJ~.ii&r&ii!IW#iiilloiR~ji.i. . .,~~~~~ 

ar t.:2;:.~u.o!l:~,'I.J.• 
~ 
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